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Course Structure 
The Arabic course adopts a multi-level methodology that integrates the skills of reading, writing, 
listening, grammar, vocabulary and conversation. These skills are reinforced at all levels and 
Arabic is the only teaching language used in class, except when it is necessary to facilitate the 
explanation of a grammatical rule or lexical phrase to a beginner. The size of classes is also 
kept small (10 students maximum). 
 

Moroccan Arabic 
During the first week of orientation, students are offered an introductory course totaling 15 hours 
and including two sessions of survival Moroccan Arabic that range from basic vocabulary and 
sentence structures to dialogues and role-plays and interactive activities. In addition to the 
language classes, the homestay provides students with the opportunity to learn from different 
people and to use their language skills. Students are continually involved in a multilingual 
learning environment. Our goal is to help students by preparing them for the homestay and give 
them the communication tools to use with their host families, neighbors and Moroccans on the 
street. 
 

Field Exercises 
Once a week, through field assignments, students enrich their classroom learning experience 
and their ability to function in real life language situations, assimilate everyday life issues and 
immerse in the host culture. Field assignments are done both individually and in groups. 
Examples may include: 

� “Souks”: to practice bargaining skills and have live contact with Moroccans 
� Cafés and restaurants: to rehearse how to order a drink or food 
� Museums and monuments: to learn about historical sites and handicrafts 

 
Experiential Sessions and Lectures in Arabic 
The course also integrates a series of experiential sessions (one hour per session) such as 
“Msid” (Koranic school), Moroccan cooking, Moroccan costumes, Moroccan music and 
calligraphy. 
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Additionally, some regular lectures that reflect different aspects of Moroccan life are conducted 
in Arabic. These lectures include: 

� Moroccan Politics 
� Portrayal of Culture through Film (such as Casablanca). 

 

Additional Information 
Office hours are scheduled for one hour per week. The teacher may also have additional office 
hours for students whom they think need further support. 
 
For the most effective and constructive management of the language course, students 
have the opportunity to give their feedback on course content and methodology through written 
and oral assessments which are scheduled throughout the semester. 
 

Language Levels and Placement 
Non-beginning participants are placed into appropriate language course levels based on  
estimated-ACTFL oral proficiency interviews and written exams (placement tests) conducted 
during orientation in Morocco. 
 

Beginning Level 
Much of the attention is given to oral dialogues and conversations about how basic interactions 
take place. In this respect, the course will cover different issues related to daily life such as: 
greetings (ie. introducing oneself and others, presenting family members), describing things and 
people, learning directions and locations in terms of space (as in the street), bargaining and 
ordering (i.e. in the market, café, restaurant…etc), weather, schedules (daily or weekly 
activities: permanent events), hobbies, narration, etc. 
 

We also place importance on the grammatical and structural aspects of the language, 
that cover tenses (present, past and future) mainly using regular verbs, sentence structure 
(noun sentence and verb sentence) and some cohesive devices. The focus is also on the 
writing and reading, for a better mastery of script and pronunciation. To reach such a goal, we 
will start focusing on correct articulation and pronunciation of sounds, assimilating the letter 
positions to combine them into words and therefore acquire a set of very useful vocabulary 
items, forming meaningful sentences and ending by writing and reading simple texts related to 
the above mentioned conversational situations. 
 

In the first two weeks, the course proceeds by focusing more on the communicative level by 
introducing dialogues about real life themes. However, an introduction about alphabets, in each 
session, will intervene as part of the lesson. For a better mastery of the script, the learner 
continues with the alphabet even as the course progresses. Students are expected to do 
exercises such as: connections, dictation, reading and pronunciation. Our concern at this level 
is not the use of short vowels, except in the case endings such as adverbs, negations…..etc. 
but to help participants read Arabic documents, announcement, signs…etc which do not utilize 
vocalization. Materials used for this level are: Alif Baa textbook, Al Kitaab fii Ta’allum al-Arabiya 
Part One, lessons prepared by CCCL teachers, Audio/video, Al-Arabiya al-Muaassira, and 
Ahlan Wa Sahlan.  An outline of course content by week will be distributed at the beginning of 
class. 
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Materials Used 
Primary Texts: 
Alif Baa with DVDs: Introduction to Arabic Letters and Sounds. Second Edition 2004. 

                                      Al Moufid fi Alugha al-Arabiya, Korrassat Al Kitaba. First year in primary school.  

Mahmoud Al Batal, Kristen Brustad and Abbas al Tonsi, Al-Kitaab fi Ta’allum al-‘Arabiya: A 
Textbook for Beginning Arabic with DVDs, Part One. Georgetown University Press, 2004. 
 

Other pedagogical supports: 
� Al Arabiya al-Muaassira, Part I and II, Institute Bourgiba, Tunis. 
� Ahlan wa Sahlan, an Introductory Course for Teaching Modern Standard Arabic  
     to Speakers of Other Languages, Part I and II. 
� Fush’a al-Markaz (a series of lessons prepared and adapted by CCCL instructors, first published in 

1996 and revised and edited in 2007).  Besides written materials, CCCL uses audio, video and 
Internet material, some recordings from TV, Internet, radio and other publishings; in addition to 
different textbooks edited both in Morocco and internationally. 
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Requirements and Evaluation 
Estimated oral proficiency interviews are conducted at the end of the semester to provide an 
assessment of the students' overall linguistic progress. Thus, the course grades provide an 
assessment of the students’ performance in meeting the requirements of the language class 
while estimated written proficiency provides an assessment of the students' linguistic 
competence in the host language. Both the course grade and the competence and performance 
scores are reported on the transcript. 
 
Grades are assigned by the language instructors based on the following evaluation criteria: 
 
Attendance: 25% 
Class attendance is mandatory and absences are penalized by reducing the language grade, 
except for illness cases, when the student is expected to provide a medical certificate. In 
addition, two repetitive and unjustified delays are also counted as an absence and may impact 
the student’s participation grade. 
 

Homework: 25% 
Reinforcement exercises are assigned daily and students are expected to spend an average of 
2 hours on homework everyday. Exercises will consist of written and oral assignments, and may 
include finding new vocabulary items and expressions, listening and watching TV programs with 
the aim of rehearsing strategies of picking up and understanding sounds.  
 
Participants are supposed to submit the exercises within the indicated deadlines; otherwise the 
exercise is not accepted, which will affect the course grade. Part of the learner’s tasks is also to 
read the grammar section of Al-Kitaab, presented in English, outside class time to avoid using 
the foreign language in class. 
 

Participation: 20% 
The aim of class participation is to: 
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� Express your views 
� Ask questions 
� Make suggestions 
� Read the assigned lessons ahead of class time to familiarize oneself with the specific 

vocabulary and content of the course and thus be able to follow class discussions and 
rehearse vocabulary 

 

Written Examination: 15% 
The course includes a mid-term and a final exam that last an hour and a half each. Each week, 
approximately 20 minutes are devoted to reviewing the vocabulary and grammar covered. 
 

Oral Presentation: 15% 
Two oral presentations are scheduled during the program. Students decide the choice of 
subjects and the length of each presentation is limited to 20 minutes maximum. Students decide 
whether to present individually or in a group and are free to join students from other levels. Oral 
presentations are moments of celebration as students perform and engage in creative activities. 
 

Grading Scale:  
The grading scale for all classes is as follows: 
 
94-100%  A 
90-93%  A- 
87-89%  B+ 
84-86%  B 
80-83%  B- 
77-79%  C+ 
74-76%  C 
70-73%  C- 
67-69%  D+ 
64-66%  D 
below 64 F 
 
 

Please refer to the SIT Study Abroad handbook for policies on academic integrity, ethics, 
warning and probation, diversity and disability, sexual harassment and the academic appeals 
process.  
 

Beginning Low 

Week 1 
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