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Course Structure

The Arabic course adopts a multi-level methodology that integrates the skills of reading,
writing, listening, grammar, vocabulary and conversation. These skills are reinforced at
all levels and Arabic is the only teaching language used in class, except when it is
necessary to facilitate the explanation of a grammatical rule or lexical phrase to a
beginner. The size of classes is also kept small (10 students maximum).

For an interactive and creative learning environment, each course includes the following:

Survival Moroccan Arabic

During the first week of orientation, students are offered a two-session introductory
course of 3 hours total on Moroccan Arabic that ranges from basic vocabulary and
sentence structures to dialogues and interactive activities. The objective of such
activities is to provide the students with a basis background to prepare them for their
very first contact in the homestay experience.

Field Exercises

This activity is scheduled once a week, 1 hour per session. Through field assignments,
students enrich their experience and their ability to function in real-life language
situations, assimilate everyday life issues and immerse in the host culture. The
assignments are done either individually or in groups depending on the subject of the
exercise.

Examples may include:
» “Souks”: to rehearse bargaining and live contact with Moroccans;
> Cafés and restaurants: to rehearse how to order a drink or food;
» Museums and monuments: to learn about historical sites and handicrafts.
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Arabic lecture series

The course also integrates a series of one-hour lectures in Arabic reflecting different
aspects about life in Morocco. These lectures include:

“Msid” (Koranic school);

Moroccan cooking;

Moroccan costumes;

Moroccan politics;

Music;

Casablanca (lecture about the movie);

Moroccan Ceremonies.

VVVYVVY

Excursions

The Arabic teachers join the students during their excursions to different parts of
Morocco so as to push them to use their Arabic on a daily basis as much as they can.
During the excursions students are requested to participate in activities (such as board
games; card games, discussion, debriefings of field assignments) The total hours of
these activities is estimated at a 3-hour contact classroom hour in Arabic.

Moroccan Culture Seminar (MCS) terminology
By the end of the program, students will have learned around 350 Arabic words related
to the subjects covered during the Moroccan Culture Seminar.

Language Levels and Placement

Non-beginning participants are placed into appropriate language course levels based on
estimated ACTFL oral proficiency interviews and written exams (placement tests)
conducted during Orientation in Morocco.

Advanced Level

While the previous levels focus on the daily life perspective through an emphasis on
conversational and communicative approaches, this course addresses the very
advanced issues related to abstract topics of culture, literature, politics, society,
sociological studies, gender and the like. The emphasis falls also on the structural and
syntactic pursuits of language as these are very necessary linguistic tools for the
improvement of the learners’ proficiency and fluency. The course, therefore, is a
completion and review of previously learnt rules. The overall intended learning objective
of this course is to endow students with a language ability and sense of critical and
analytical thought through the use of different language functions, such as: expression of
opinion, agreement and disagreement...etc.

The course focuses on reading extracts of articles from journals, magazines and other
materials such as samples of songs, advanced texts, listening to TV programs; and
written assignments aimed to reinforce the students’ stylistic and structural
competences. In addition to these readings, the course utilizes also Al-Kitab part three
as well as handouts prepared by the teachers at CCCL (Center for Cross Cultural
Learning). A weekly outline of course content will be distributed at the beginning of class.
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Materials Used

Primary Text

Morocco: Intensive Arabic & Moroccan Culture
Advanced Modern Standard Arabic

Mahmoud Al Batal, Kristen Brustad and Abbas al Tonsi, Al-Kitaab fi Ta’allum al-‘Arabyia:
A textbook for Advanced Arabic with DVD and MP 3 CD. Part Three, Georgetown

University Press, 2007.

Other pedagogical supports
Al AArabiya Al Muaassira, Part | and Il, Institue Bourgiba, Tunis.
Ahlan wa Sahlan, an Introductory Course for Teaching Modern Standard Arabic

to Speakers for Other Languages, Part one and Part two.
Fush’a al-Markaz (a series of lessons prepared and adapted by CCCL instructors,

first published in 1996 and revised and edited in 2007). Besides written materials,

CCCL uses audio, video and internet material, some recorded from TV, internet,

Radio and others published; in addition to different textbooks edited both in

Morocco and internationally.
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Requirements and Evaluation

Estimated oral proficiency interviews are conducted at the end of the summer term to
provide an assessment of the students' overall linguistic progress. Thus, the course
grades provide an assessment of the students’ performance in meeting the requirements
of the language class while estimated written proficiency provides an assessment of the
students’ linguistic competence in the host language. Both the course grade and the
competence and performance scores are reported on the transcript.

Grades are assigned by the language instructors based on the following evaluation
criteria:

Attendance: 25%

Class attendance is mandatory and absences are penalized by reducing the language
grade, except for illness cases, when the student is expected to provide a medical
certificate. In addition, two repetitive and unjustified delays are also counted as an
absence and may impact the student’s participation grade.
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Homework: 25%

Reinforcement exercises are assigned daily, with students expected to spend an
average of 2 hours of homework everyday. Exercises will consist of written and oral
assignments, and may include finding new vocabulary items and expressions, listening
and watching TV programs with the aim rehearsing strategies of picking up and
understanding sounds. Participants are supposed to submit the exercises within the
indicated deadlines; otherwise the exercise is not accepted, which will affect the course
grade. Part of the learner's tasks is also to read the grammar section of Al-Kitab,
presented in English, outside class time to avoid using the foreign language in class.

Participation: 20%

The aim of class participation is to:

Express your views;

Ask questions;

Make suggestions;

Read the assigned lessons ahead of class time to familiarize yourself with the
specific vocabulary and content of the course and thus be able to follow class
discussions and rehearse your vocabulary.

VVYVY

Written Examination: 15%

The course includes a mid term and a final assessment that last one hour and a half
each. Each week around 20 minutes are devoted to reviewing the vocabulary and
grammar covered.

Oral Presentation: 15%

Two oral presentations are scheduled during the program. The choice of subjects is
open to students to decide about and the time of presentation is limited to 20 minutes
maximum. The choice is also the participants’ to present either individually or in groups
where it is free for them to join students from other levels. Oral presentations are
moments of celebration as students perform and engage in creative activities.

Grading Scale: The grading scale for all classes is as follows:

94-100% A
90-93% A-
87-89% B+
84-86% B
80-83% B-
77-79% C+
74-76% C
70-73% C-
67-69% D+
64-66% D
below 64 F

Please refer to the SIT Study Abroad handbook for policies on academic integrity,
ethics, warning and probation, diversity and disability, sexual harassment and the
academic appeals process.
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