
Field-based semester and academic year programs

COURSE CATALOG 2012

IHP/Comparative Programs





Africa, South of the Sahara�

Cameroon	 Social Pluralism and Development� 7

Ghana 	O rigins of African Identity� 8

Ghana	 Social Transformation and Cultural Expression� 9

Kenya 	H ealth and Community Development� 10

Kenya	 Islam and Swahili Cultural Identity� 11

Madagascar 	 Biodiversity and Natural Resource Management  � 12

Madagascar 	N ational Identity and Social Change� 13

Mali	H ealth, Gender, and Community Empowerment� 14

Rwanda	 Post-Genocide Restoration and Peacebuilding� 15

Senegal	N ational Identity and the Arts � 16

South Africa	 Community Health and Social Policy� 17

South Africa	M ulticulturalism and Human Rights� 18

South Africa 	 Social and Political Transformation � 19

Tanzania 	W ildlife Conservation and Political Ecology� 20

Tanzania 	�Z anzibar—Coastal Ecology and  
Natural Resource Management� 21

Uganda 	 Development Studies� 22

Uganda 	M icrofinance and Entrepreneurship� 23

Uganda	 Post-Conflict Transformation� 24

North Africa and the Middle East�

EGYPT	 Modern Cairo, Urban Development,  
	 and Social Change	�  25

Jordan 	M odernization and Social Change� 26

Morocco	 Field Studies in Journalism and New Media� 27

Morocco	M igration and Transnational Identity	�  28

Morocco	M ulticulturalism and Human Rights	�  29

Oman 	� Political Culture and Economic Development 
in the Gulf� 30

Tunisia 	�E merging Identities in North Africa � 31

Asia and the Pacific�

Australia 	R ainforest, Reef, and Cultural Ecology� 32

Australia 	 Sustainability and Environmental Action� 33

China 	L anguage, Cultures, and Ethnic Minorities� 34

India 	H ealth and Human Rights� 35

India 	N ational Identity and the Arts� 36

India 	 Sustainable Development and Social Change � 37

Indonesia  	A rts, Religion, and Social Change� 38

Mongolia 	N omadic Culture and Globalization � 39

Nepal 	 Development and Social Change � 40

Nepal	 Tibetan and Himalayan Peoples� 41

SAMOA 	 Pacific Communities and Social Change � 42

VietNam 	 Culture, Social Change, and Development� 43

Europe�  

Czech 	 Arts and Social Change� 44 
Republic 	

FRANCE	L anguage, Community, and Social Change� 45

Ireland 	 Transformation of Social and Political Conflict� 46

Netherlands	� International Perspectives  
on Sexuality and Gender� 47

SERBIA, Bosnia,	 Peace and Conflict Studies in the Balkans� 48 
and KOSOVO

Spain 	L anguage, Community, and Social Change� 49

Switzerland 	 Global Health and Development Policy� 50

Switzerland 	 International Studies and Multilateral Diplomacy� 51

Latin America �

Argentina 	R egional Integration, Development, 
	 and Social Change	�  52

Argentina 	 Social Movements and Human Rights	�  53

Bolivia 	L atin American Revolutionary Movements  
	 and Conflict Resolution� 54

Bolivia 	M ulticulturalism, Globalization,  
	 and Social Change� 55

Brazil 	A mazon Resource Management  
	 and Human Ecology� 56

Brazil 	 Public Health, Race, and Human Rights � 57

Brazil 	 Social Justice and Sustainable Development� 58

Chile	 Comparative Education and Social Change� 59

Chile 	 Cultural Identity, Social Justice, and  
	 Community Development� 60

Chile 	 Public Health, Traditional Medicine,  
	 and Community Empowerment� 61

Chile 	 Social, Economic, and Political Transformation� 62

Ecuador 	 Comparative Ecology and Conservation� 63

Ecuador 	 Culture and Development� 64

Nicaragua 	R evolution, Transformation, and Civil Society� 65

Panama 	 Tropical Ecology, Marine Ecosystems,  
	 and Biodiversity Conservation� 66

Peru 	 Indigenous Peoples and Globalization� 67

IHP/Comparative �

BEYOND  
GLOBALIZATION   Reclaiming Nature, Culture, and Justice� 68

CITIES in the  
21st CENTURY	 People, Planning, and Politics� 69

HEALTH and  
COMMUNITY	 Globalization, Culture, and Care� 70

Other SIT/World Learning Programs�

SIT Study Abroad Summer Programs� 71

SIT Graduate Institute and Other World Learning Programs� 72

Programs by Location

It is the policy of World Learning to provide equal employment and educational opportunities for all persons regardless of age, ethnic origin, gender, nationality,  
physical or learning ability, race, religion, sexual orientation, gender identity, protected veteran’s status, or any other legally protected status.
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Arts, Media, and Social Change
Consider the relationship between art, politics, and society in  
historical and contemporary periods.

Czech	 Arts and Social Change 	 44 
Republic

Ghana	 Social Transformation and Cultural Expression	 9 

India	N ational Identity and the Arts 	 36

Indonesia	A rts, Religion, and Social Change	 38

Morocco	 Field Studies in Journalism and New Media	 27

Senegal	N ational Identity and the Arts	 16

Development, Urban Studies, and Entrepreneurship
Witness firsthand the innovative solutions communities are pursuing to 
build healthier, more livable, equitable, and sustainable societies.

CAMEROON 	 Social Pluralism and Development  	 7

EGYPT	 Modern Cairo, Urban Development,  
	 and Social Change	 25

INDIA 	 Sustainable Development and Social Change  	37

NEPAL 	 Development and Social Change 	 40

OMAN 	 Political Culture and Economic Development  
	 in the Gulf	 30

UGANDA 	 Development Studies  	 22

UGANDA 	M icrofinance and Entrepreneurship   	 23

IHP/Comparative	 Cities in the 21st Century	 69

Global Health
Explore the strengths and limitations of diverse wellness systems, 
healthcare delivery models, and related healthcare policies.

BRAZIL 	 Public Health, Race, and Human Rights	 57

CHILE 	 Public Health, Traditional Medicine, and  
	 Community Empowerment	 61

India	H ealth and Human Rights	 35

KENYA 	H ealth and Community Development  	 10

MALI 	H ealth, Gender, and  
	 Community Empowerment	 14

SOUTH AFRICA 	 Community Health and Social Policy  	 17

SWITZERLAND 	 Global Health and Development Policy 	 50 

IHP/Comparative	 Health and Community	 70

Identity and Globalization
Study the often complex roots of historical, sociopolitical, economic, 
and transnational forces that shape countries and regions.	

ARGENTINA 	R egional Integration, Development,  
	 and Social Change 	 52

BOLIVIA 	M ulticulturalism, Globalization,  
	 and Social Change	 55

CHILE 	 Social, Economic, and Political Transformation	 62

CHINA  	L anguage, Cultures, and Ethnic Minorities  	 34

ECUADOR 	 Culture and Development	 64

France	 Language, Community, and Social Change	 45

GHANA 	O rigins of African Identity  	 8

JORDAN 	M odernization and Social Change  	 26

KENYA 	 Islam and Swahili Cultural Identity  	 11

MADAGASCAR 	N ational Identity and Social Change  	 13

MONGOLIA 	N omadic Culture and Globalization  	 39

MOROCCO 	M igration and Transnational Identity  	 28

NEPAL	 Tibetan and Himalayan Peoples  	 41

PERU 	 Indigenous Peoples and Globalization 	 67

SAMOA	 Pacific Communities and Social Change 	 42

SPAIN 	L anguage, Community, and Social Change	 49

TUNISIA 	E merging Identities in North Africa  	 31

VIETNAM 	 Culture, Social Change, and Development  	 43

IHP/Comparative	 Beyond Globalization	 68

Natural Resource Management, Biodiversity,  
and Environmental Policy	
Explore the relationship between environmental and resource man-
agement policies, socioeconomic objectives, and ecological realities.

AUSTRALIA 	R ainforest, Reef, and Cultural Ecology  	 32

AUSTRALIA 	 Sustainability and Environmental Action  	 33

BRAZIL 	A mazon Resource Management  
	 and Human Ecology  	 56

ECUADOR 	 Comparative Ecology and Conservation	 63

MADAGASCAR 	 Biodiversity and Natural  
	R esource Management  	 12

PANAMA 	 Tropical Ecology, Marine Ecosystems,  
	 and Biodiversity Conservation  	 66

TANZANIA 	W ildlife Conservation and Political Ecology  	 20

TANZANIA 	Z anzibar—Coastal Ecology and  
	N atural Resource Management 	 21

Post-Conflict Transformation
Look at the historical, geopolitical, and social dimensions of  
contemporary conflicts, as well as the present-day realities  
facing post-conflict societies.	
IRELAND 	 Transformation of Social and Political Conflict  	46

NICARAGUA 	R evolution, Transformation, and Civil Society	 65

RWANDA	 Post-Genocide Restoration and Peacebuilding	 15

Serbia, Bosnia,	 Peace and Conflict Studies in the Balkans	 48 
and Kosovo

SOUTH AFRICA  	 Social and Political Transformation  	 19

UGANDA	 Post-Conflict Transformation  	 24

Social Movements, Education, and Human Rights 
Examine the role of civil society and mass groups—including labor, 
environmental, indigenous, and gender—in relation to improved social 
conditions and human rights.

ARGENTINA 	 Social Movements and Human Rights  	 53

Bolivia 	L atin American Revolutionary Movements 
	 and Conflict Resolution   	 54

BRAZIL 	 Social Justice and Sustainable Development  	58

CHILE 	 Comparative Education and Social Change  	 59

CHILE 	 Cultural Identity, Social Justice, and  
	 Community Development	 60

MOROCCO 	M ulticulturalism and Human Rights  	 29

NETHERLANDS 	 International Perspectives  
	 on Sexuality and Gender 	 47

SOUTH AFRICA 	M ulticulturalism and Human Rights  	 18

SWITZERLAND 	 International Studies and  
	M ultilateral Diplomacy	 51

Programs by Critical Global Issue
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SIT Study Abroad designs the admissions 
process to ensure the best possible match 
between a student’s academic goals and 
program content. Students must demon-
strate clear academic and personal motiva-
tion and interest in experiential, field-based 
study abroad.

We welcome applications from undergradu-
ate students who have:
n �Completed at least one year of college-level 

coursework at the time of application and 
preferably two years for IHP/Comparative 
programs (exceptions: no college course-
work is required for Panama: Biodiversity 
in the Tropics, and only one semester for 
other summer programs and the semester 
program in France: Language, Community, 
and Social Change)

n �Good standing at an accredited college or 
university (no previous college coursework 
is required for Panama: Biodiversity in the 
Tropics)

n �A cumulative grade point average of 2.5  
or higher

n �Met stated prerequisites for the program to 
which they are applying

Rolling Admissions Dates 
(see exceptions next column)
Spring: April 15–November 1

Summer: January 15–April 1
Fall: January 15–May 15

It is possible that a particular program will fill 
prior to the final application deadline, so early 
applicants are most likely to be considered 
for their first-choice program. 

The following programs have earlier 
closing dates:
n �IHP/Comparative::  

October 1 for spring; March 15 for fall
n �Czech Republic: Arts and Social Change, 

Switzerland: Global Health and Develop-
ment Policy, and Switzerland: Interna-
tional Studies and Multilateral Diplomacy: 
October 1 for spring; May 1 for fall

n �All semester programs based in Brazil: 
November 1 for spring; May 1 for fall

How to Apply
Apply online at www.sit.edu/apply.
For application and admissions require-
ments please visit our website at  
www.sit.edu/admissions.

For questions about our programs and 
the application process, please contact 
our admissions team at admissions@sit.edu,  
888 272-7881 (toll-free in US)  
or 802 258-3212. 

This publication and its provisions do not constitute a contract between any party or parties and SIT Study Abroad/World Learning. At the time of 
publication, reasonable effort was made to ensure the factual accuracy of the information. However, this publication is not a complete statement of all 
policies, procedures, rules, regulations, and academic requirements applicable to SIT Study Abroad, its students, or its programs. SIT Study Abroad 
reserves the right to make changes and additions to the information in this publication without prior notice.

About SIT Study Abroad

A pioneer in experiential, field-based study abroad, 
SIT provides academically rich programs in more 
than 40 countries for over 2,000 undergraduates 
from 200+ colleges and universities each year. 
The semester and academic year program models 
focus on an examination of critical global issues in 
specific cultural and geographical contexts in one 
country or in multiple countries. As students explore 
global and local issues firsthand, they acquire new 
theoretical frameworks and a broadened worldview.

SIT Study Abroad  
Priorities 
Academic Quality
SIT Study Abroad delivers challenging  
academic programs that engage students  
in critical global issues in a field study  
context. Experiential, interdisciplinary  
programs examine themes from a variety  
of perspectives and prepare students to 
conduct significant independent fieldwork 
on relevant topics.

Safety and Security
Student health, safety, and security are SIT 
Study Abroad’s highest priority. Extensive 
experience and global networks equip SIT 
to continuously evaluate safety and security 
conditions prior to departure and through-
out each program, including homestays, 
excursions, and the Independent Study 
Project period. For further information on 
safety and security, please see page 5.

Diversity
The best learning occurs when diverse  
individuals come together in an open, 
respectful environment. SIT Study  
Abroad works actively to provide learning 
opportunities for students from a wide  
variety of backgrounds. 

Reciprocity
SIT Study Abroad is deeply embedded 
in local communities around the world. 
All program components are designed to 
respect the strengths of local partners to 
foster enduring relationships. Students 
contribute to achieving common goals by 
becoming an integral part of these partner-
ships. In this way, SIT and its local networks 
work together to realize their shared mission. 

Global Citizenship
Studying abroad is only the first step to 
lifelong learning, growth, and engagement 
at home and around the globe. SIT encour-
ages students to utilize and share their 
transformative experiences to enhance their 
future studies, careers, and communities as 
socially responsible individuals. 

Admissions
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Program Dates 
and Fees
Program Dates
Academic year programs begin in mid-September 
and end in mid-May. Most fall semester programs 
run from the last week of August or first week of 
September to mid-December. Most spring semester 
programs run from late January or early February 
to mid-May. Please check our website for individual 
program dates. Students must participate in the 
program for the entire program period.

Program Fees and Other Costs
Fees vary depending upon the program. Current 
program fees are available on our website.

Fees include tuition, room and board throughout 
the program, all field trips and related fares, health 
and accident insurance, and other direct program 
expenses. Fees do not include airfare to and from the 
program; preprogram medical examinations or immu-
nizations; books, passport, or visa fees; fees for some 
Guided Self-Instruction language study for students 
who place above the offered language levels; per-
sonal expenses; independent travel; or fees for some 
local transportation and independent site visits.

Because of the dynamic nature of SIT Study Abroad 
programs and the economics of host countries, SIT 
reserves the right to change its fees without notice.

SIT maintains cooperative billing arrangements 
with many colleges and universities. Students should 
check with their study abroad office or contact SIT 
Study Abroad to find out whether their institution has 
such an agreement.

Grades, Credit, and Transcripts
Students earn 16 or 17 undergraduate credits upon 
successful completion of a semester program, 32 
credits for completion of an academic year program, 
and 6 to 9 credits for summer programs. SIT assigns 
a letter grade for each course. Students may not elect 
a pass/fail option.

Credits are transferable to home colleges or 
universities according to individual school poli-
cies. Please note that many schools require prior 
approval in order to transfer credits earned through 
study abroad. Students are responsible for meeting 
with their study abroad or academic advisor prior to 
enrollment to determine the transferability of credit. 
Home school study abroad offices can guide students 
on how to integrate their experiences overseas into 
their courses of study.

Within two months of program completion, SIT sends 
a transcript with letter grades and a narrative evaluation 
of the Independent Study Project (where applicable) 
to each student’s home institution. Students receive 
a grade report and may request official copies of 
transcripts online at www.sit.edu/studyabroad or by 
emailing registrar@sit.edu.

Scholarships  
and Financial Aid

Scholarships 
SIT Study Abroad creates opportuni-
ties for study abroad for a wide range 
of students through financial support. 
Grants and endowment funds also 
help to provide scholarships based 
on several criteria including need and 
merit for accepted SIT Study Abroad 
students. Scholarship awards gener-
ally range from $500 to $5,000. 

SIT Study Abroad scholarships and 
funds include: 

n �Pell Grant Match Scholarships, 
available for more than 30 SIT  
programs

n �The Compton Fund for programs 
with environmental, post-conflict 
transformation, or sustainable  
development themes, with priority 
for US minority groups

n �The Diversity Fund

n �Engineering Scholarships

n �Scholarships for students enrolled 
in Historically Black Colleges and  
Universities (HBCUs)

n �The Houston International  
Scholarship 

n �Institute for International Public 
Policy Fund (IIPP) Scholarship

n �IHP Grants for students participating 
in IHP/Comparative programs

n �The Lewy Family Global Health  
Scholars Fund

n �The Middle East and Islamic  
Studies Scholarship

n �Sally Bragg Baker Scholarship

n �SIT Fund 

n �The Workum Fund

SIT Awards Nearly $1 Million in Scholarships Annually

Visit www.sit.edu/scholarships for a full list of scholarships and to download a  
scholarship application. 

Financial Aid
The best source of financial aid for 
SIT Study Abroad is a student’s home 
college or university. Most colleges 
and universities facilitate the transfer 
of federal and state financial aid, and 
in some cases institutional aid, for a 
study abroad experience. An essential 
first step for students is to consult with 
their study abroad and financial aid 

offices well in advance of the term dur-
ing which they wish to study abroad. 
It is each student’s responsibility to 
understand the requirements, dead-
lines, policies, and procedures of their 
home institution regarding all financial 
aid funds. SIT’s financial aid office 
works with home institutions to facili-
tate the transfer of financial aid.

“I studied with the SIT Jordan: Modernization and 
Social Change program, and I would not have been able to 
go if it weren’t for SIT Study Abroad scholarships, Benja-
min Gilman scholarships, or Pell Grants. You are giving 
an amazing opportunity to many undergraduate students 
who may not be able to study abroad because of finances.” 

Danielle Cole, University of Kentucky
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Maximizing Health
Prior to the start of each program, SIT Study 
Abroad provides information to students to 
prepare them for program health realities and 
to set clear expectations around maintaining 
good health while on the program. Students 
receive country-specific health guidelines, 
including required and recommended immu-
nizations as specified by the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention (CDC). SIT also 
conducts a comprehensive review of each 
student’s medical history. Once the program 
begins, students are given information about 
local health issues during initial in-country 
orientation. Individual students are covered 
by health, accident, medical evacuation, and 
repatriation insurance, included in the pro-
gram fee.

Maximizing Safety and Security
SIT Study Abroad staff members are trained 
in risk assessment and crisis management, 
and SIT gathers information from a variety of 
sources to continuously evaluate safety and 
security conditions.
n �SIT Study Abroad maintains a 24-hour 

safety and emergency response on-call 
system for any health, safety, or security 
concerns that might arise.

n �SIT monitors US government advisories, 
considering those issued both by in-coun-
try embassies and consulates and by the 
US Department of State in Washington, DC.

n �In addition to well-informed academic 
directors and other in-country staff, SIT 
obtains additional valuable local in-situ 
knowledge and analysis from colleagues 
with whom the organization has long and 
trusted relationships.

n �SIT consults with academic and nongov-
ernmental organizations through the global 
networks of World Learning, SIT’s parent 
organization. 

SIT Study Abroad incorporates safety and 
security throughout the program curricula. 
Key elements of the SIT model help to maxi-
mize in-country safety, including:
n �During the initial orientation period, aca-

demic directors and local experts educate 
students about potential safety risks and 
strategies to keep themselves safe within 
their new context.

n �Staff provide additional safety and security 
briefings at key junctures throughout the 
semester, most notably at times of move-
ment to different program locations, so that 
students are fully aware of expectations 
and precautions that enhance security.

Safety cannot, of course, be guaranteed 
abroad, just as it cannot be guaranteed in 
the United States. However, student health, 
safety, and security are always our highest 
priority. SIT is committed to taking the neces-
sary steps to maximize student safety and 
security at each and every program site.

Communicating with Student Affairs
Students, family members, and college and 
university staff who need information or 
assistance should contact the SIT Student 
Affairs office at 802 258-3292 or toll-free 
at 888 272-7881. For routine matters, regular 
business hours are Monday through Friday, 
from 8:30 am to 5 pm (ET). SIT Student Affairs 
is available 24 hours a day to respond to and 
manage student emergencies. In the event 
of an emergency, please call the numbers 
listed above. Calls coming in after hours or 
on the weekend will be initially received by an 
answering service, and then forwarded to the 
on-call SIT Student Affairs staff member.

Student Health, Safety, and Security

SIT Study Abroad places the highest priority on the health, safety, and security  
of all students. Building on long experience with risk assessment and emergency 
preparedness, SIT is able to adapt quickly to dynamic situations. Because socio-
economic, political, environmental, and medical conditions vary widely across the 
more than 40 countries in which SIT operates, health, safety, and security measures 
are specifically tailored to each location and to current circumstances.

Mali: Health, Gender, and Community Empowerment student studying Bambara with his homestay brother.

Dean of Students and the 
Office of Student Affairs

The Dean of Students for SIT  
and office staff are responsible for  
providing leadership and vision 
in the areas of student health 
services, crisis management, 
counseling, housing, safety and 
security issues, diversity, student 
conduct issues, and support for 
students with disabilities. The 
dean establishes and monitors 
best practices and institutional 
protocols for all student affairs 
operations in the US and abroad.
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How to Navigate the SIT Website

PRINTABLE SUMMARY
Printable PDF of the program’s 
catalog page, which includes 
coursework, credits, duration,  

program base, and other  
program details

HOMESTAYS
Information on host families,  

homestay locations and duration, 
and other accommodations

EXCURSIONS
Details on field visits and 
student experiences out-
side the program base

COURSEWORK
Specific courses, credit   
distribution, and syllabi

Academics
Information on program 
components, including 

coursework, senior faculty 
and staff, and credit transfer

PROGRAMS
Listing of all semester, summer, 
and academic year programs 
by country, region, term, and 
critical global issue (theme)

Financial  
Information

Scholarships, financial 
aid, billing, and more

Admissions  
How to apply, the admissions 
process, program availability, 

and alumni contacts

FACULTY
Program director, faculty, 

and support staff bios

DATES
The start and end  

dates of the program

COSTS
Tuition, fees, and room 

and board details

Sample program page

SIT Study Abroad homepage

KEY FEATURES
Description of program components,  

such as the program base, Independent 
Study Project topics, internship and/or  

practicum opportunities, and language study

Individual program details may have changed since this catalog was published, so please  
visit our website, www.sit.edu, for the most detailed and up-to-date information.
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Coursework

For the most up-to-date information on this program, including photos, video, and course syllabi, visit us online at www.sit.edu/BGA

USA

Tanzania

Mexico
India

New Zealand

Turkey

Issues in International Development 
Economics I and II
SDIS 3001 & SDIS 3002 / 8 credits / 120 hours
This course will critically examine the concept 
of development from a variety of perspec-
tives. It begins by examining basic concepts 
in international economics and the history 
and role of international institutions. The 
course then discusses the various phases of 
economic liberalization and related issues, 
such as international financial markets, debt 
relief, and structural adjustment programs, 
providing a framework and the analytical tools 
necessary to examine and compare the par-
ticular issues in each country visited. The core 
of the course is organized around the history, 
politics, and economy of each of the coun-
tries, analyzing the plural proposals made by 
diverse groups and communities. 

Ecology and Comparative  
Conservation Practices I and II
ECOL 3001 & ECOL 3002 / 8 credits / 120 hours
This course will travel to a collection of the 
planet's diverse ecosystems (for example, 
tropical forests, coastal habitats, savannahs) 
and explore ways in which globalization 
and development forces are transforming 
landscapes and threatening biodiversity. The 
course combines an introduction to the basic 
principles of ecology, exploring how eco-
logical science is being used to identify and 
address global and local environmental prob-
lems. The course highlights different research 
tools and methods of ecological analyses 
and conservation science, touching on major 
fields in applied ecology such as conservation 
biology, systems ecology, and agroecology. 
Multiple perspectives on ecological issues 
will be gained through interaction with local 
stakeholders, conservation managers, policy-
makers, and researchers. 

Anthropology Theory and  
Field Methods I and II
ANTH 3501 & ANTH 3502 / 8 credits / 120 hours
This course explores issues of globalization 
in reference to cultural values, beliefs, and 
behaviors. It facilitates critical understandings  
not only of dependency, inequalities, and 
negative ways in which cultures are affected 
by globalization, but also of local innova-
tions, resistance, cultural regeneration, and 
interdependence. Emphasis is placed on 
ethnographic methods to enable students to 
learn from and with each person they meet. 
Examining the politics of knowledge and 
theoretical issues that underlie conventional 
research is part of this focus. Field visits 
supplemented with guest lectures, readings, 
cultural materials, and discussions contribute 
to the learning experience and provide the 
basis for individual and group projects. 
  
Environmental Policy and  
Governance
ENVI 3000 / 4 credits / 60 hours
This interdisciplinary course investigates the 
complexity of global environmental problems 
in moral, economic, political, cultural, and 
biological terms. What are the root causes 
of these problems, who suffers their con-
sequences, and how are individuals and orga-
nizations around the world working in creative 
ways to generate solutions? What are the 
possibilities for addressing critical environ-
mental issues like climate change, consum-
erism, resource depletion, and pollution? 
Drawing on a diverse set of environmental 
philosophies, and by seeking out local voices 
from a diversity of places and perspectives, 
the course will explore alternatives to indus-
trial development from the fields of appropri-
ate technology, sustainable agriculture, and 
resource management. 
  

Comparative Social Movements
ICHR 3000 / 4 credits / 60 hours
This course provides theoretical and historical  
background as well as analytical tools to 
better grasp the nature, scope, and impact 
of contemporary social movements around 
the globe, examining the growing linkages 
between and among local, national, and 
global movements and international advocacy 
organizations. The course will focus on the 
struggles of peasants, indigenous peoples, 
women, defenders of ecological spaces, and 
other groups through interactions with com-
munities and organizations. Students will have 
the opportunity to interact with prominent 
protagonists of some of the most interest-
ing and radical social movements in all of the 
countries visited. 

Beyond Globalization
	 Reclaiming Nature, Culture, and Justice

Credits  32

Duration  34 weeks

Program Sites   
United States, Turkey, Tanzania, India, New 
Zealand, Mexico 

Homestays  Turkey, 4 days; Tanzania, 3–4 
weeks; India, 3–4 weeks; New Zealand, 
3–4 weeks; Mexico, 3–4 weeks

Other Accommodations  Hostels, guest 
houses, or hotels

Prerequisites  None 

Examine how the human consequences of development are being  
addressed to meet the challenge of maintaining a just and sustainable 
world, through this yearlong program.

Academic year
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Coursework

For the most up-to-date information on this program, including photos, video, and course syllabi, visit us online at www.sit.edu/CTA

USA

Argentina

India

Senegal

USA

Vietnam

South Africa

Brazil

Urban Politics and Development 
DVST 3500 / 4 credits / 60 class hours
Understanding the political process and its 
role in urban development is central to com-
prehending how cities work and grow. Who 
exercises power in cities and what are their 
sources of power? What is the structure of 
cities and how does this enhance or impede 
their growth? What is the role of state and 
local government in formulating development 
policies in a changing world economy? What 
challenges are faced by public policymakers  
and other stakeholders? This course will 
examine a variety of structural elements and 
processes including government structures, 
relationships between city and regional in-
stitutions, privatization, community develop-
ment, economic growth, industrial restruc-
turing, technological change, workforce 
development, the informal economy, and 
poverty and income distribution.

Urban Planning and  
Sustainable Environments
URST 3500 / 4 credits / 60 class hours
What are the intentional and natural forces 
that guide the development of the world’s 
cities? How has urban planning attempted to 
guide these forces toward a prosperous and 
equitable reality? This course explores the 
networks that sustain dense human habita-
tion. As the pace of urbanization increases 
around the world, the process of moderniza-
tion and globalization appears to destroy 
traditional, environmentally sustainable 
systems of land and energy use. Are there 
alternatives that provide contemporary, envi-
ronmentally conscious approaches for urban 
habitation? In response to rapid automobili-
zation and de-densification of cities around 
the globe, are planners having any success 
at choreographing the development of city 
systems and services in equitable and holis-
tically sustainable ways? The course exam-
ines themes such as urbanization patterns, 

land control, infrastructure, and sustainability 
to understand the role of planning and plan-
ners in shaping urban environments. 

Culture and Society of World Cities 
ANTH 3500 / 4 credits / 60 class hours
How do people identify and construct 
boundaries for various social groupings 
(race, class, ethnicity, gender, and locality)? 
What strategies do people use to adapt to 
living in cities? How do neighborhoods be-
come distinctive? What are the celebrations 
and festivals? Who participates in each? 
What are the sources of information on these 
social categories and symbolic activities? 
This course examines how these elements 
combine to form the rich layers of multicul-
tural urban society, how communities are 
structured and destroyed, and how values 
relate to urban life. An emphasis is placed 
on how anthropologists have adjusted their 
research methods in response to the study 
of urban life. Specific focus is placed on pro-
viding students with the tools necessary to 
conduct preliminary fieldwork in urban areas.

Contemporary Urban Issues:  
Problems and Solutions 
URST 3000 / 4 credits / 60 class hours
Are today’s headlines a fleeting concern 
or a clue to understanding broad forces 
at work—forces that define the lives of 
the people in the cities and countries the 
program visits? Throughout the program, a 
broad spectrum of contemporary topics will 
be presented. In each city, topics of special 
significance to that city will be examined in 
depth through lectures, field visits, and Case 
Studies. In this course, students have an 
opportunity to pursue individual comparative 
research on topics of their own choosing. 
The course is co-taught by all program facul-
ty to emphasize the multidisciplinary analysis 
of issues and integrate the experience-based 
learning of the semester.

Cities in the 21st Century
	 People, Planning, and Politics

Credits  16

Duration  Fall/Spring 17 weeks

Program Sites   
Fall: Detroit, Sao Paulo, Cape Town, Hanoi  
Spring: New York, Delhi, Dakar,  
Buenos Aires

Homestays  Fall: Sao Paulo, 3–4 weeks; 
Cape Town, 3–4 weeks; Hanoi, 3–4 weeks

Spring: Delhi, 3–4 weeks; Dakar, 3–4 
weeks; Buenos Aires, 3–4 weeks

Other Accommodations  Hotels or hostels 

Prerequisites  None, but previous college-
level coursework and/or other preparation 
in urban studies, anthropology, political 
science, or other related fields is strongly 
recommended.

Explore how geography, politics, and culture affect whether people  
can thrive in cities.

Fall

Spring
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Coursework

For the most up-to-date information on this program, including photos, video, and course syllabi, visit us online at www.sit.edu/HCA

USA
India

Argentina

South Africa

1

Switzerland

India
China

South Africa

Globalization and Health 
IBPH 3500 / 4 credits / 60 class hours
Nations at all levels of development vary in 
their commitment and capacity to define 
healthcare as a human right and provide 
healthcare to their citizens equitably. Some 
have created systems to provide basic 
healthcare, yet struggle with other factors 
that influence health, while others position 
healthcare as an economic commodity sub-
ject to market forces. This course provides 
a framework for comparing the organization 
and financing of health systems and health 
policymaking across the countries visited. It 
examines the political economy of health, with 
special attention to the impact of international 
governance, economic, and trade policies. 
Students gain skills in critical thinking, policy 
analysis, and debate, supported by research, 
observation, and exposure to varied perspec-
tives among in-country experts. 

Health, Culture, and Community 
ANTH 3050 / 4 credits / 60 class hours
Medical anthropology serves as the theo-
retical foundation for this course. It seeks to 
strengthen students’ ability to understand, in-
terpret, and compare how personal and com-
munity identity, health and well-being, illness, 
and healing are understood within diverse 
cultural contexts. The course examines the 
philosophy and practices characteristic of bio-
medicine and a wide range of traditional and 
other systems of health and healing, as well 
as the reality of medical pluralism in the lives 
of individuals. In so doing, the course covers 
themes of health and healing pertinent across 
the life span—from birth to death. Through-
out, students are encouraged to support their 
comparative understanding with an explora-
tion of their own assumptions and practices 
related to identity, health, and healing. 

Public Health: From Biology to Policy 
IBPH 3505 / 4 credits / 60 class hours
This course begins with an overview of global 
and national health trends in the context of 
demographic shifts and development. In each 
country visited, a significant health condition 
will be addressed: How is disease distributed 
in the country’s populations? What public 
health interventions are supported by empiri-
cal evidence? In light of social, cultural, eco-
nomic, and political conditions, how can such 
evidence be applied in the local context? 
Specific considerations studied range from 
infectious to “lifestyle” and chronic illnesses 
such as diarrheal diseases of early childhood, 
adult mental health, cervical cancer, HIV/
AIDS, and tuberculosis. 

Community Health  
Research Methods 
IBPH 3510 / 4 credits / 60 class hours
This course seeks to strengthen students’ 
competence in inquiry-guided learning 
through field-based Case Studies. The course 
begins with an introduction to the philosophic 
traditions of ethnography, epidemiology, and 
health services research—complementary 
and sometimes conflicting. It then teaches 
and gives students the opportunity to apply 
the chief tools of each tradition (e.g., partici-
pant observation, in-depth interviewing, com-
munity surveys, mapping, interpreting data 
analyses, and oral presentation of findings). 
In each country, students will choose from 
a range of available field Case Study topics/
sites as the primary venue for demonstrating 
their field research and presentation skills. 

USA

Vietnam

Brazil

South Africa

2

Credits  16

Duration  Fall/Spring 16 weeks

Program Sites   
Fall: Switzerland, India, China, South Africa

Spring Option 1: United States, India, 
Argentina, South Africa

Spring Option 2: United States, Brazil, 
Vietnam, South Africa

Homestay  2–4 weeks in all locations other 
than the first country

Other Accommodations  Hostels and 
hotels

Prerequisites  None, but previous college-
level coursework and/or other preparation in 
public health, anthropology, biology, or other 
related fields is strongly recommended.

Health and Community
	 Globalization, Culture, and Care

Investigate how communities can ensure the health and well-being  
of all citizens amid mounting challenges created by changing economic, 
environmental, and social forces.

Fall

Spring 1

Spring 2
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For more information about summer programs, including 
individual program prerequisites and credit, deadlines, 
and the admissions process, please visit the SIT Study 
Abroad website at www.sit.edu or call 888 272-7881 to 
request a summer brochure.

Students can take full advantage of their 
summer months through SIT Study Abroad’s 
summer programs, which utilize the same 
experiential academic approach as SIT’s 
semester programs. Each summer program 
focuses on critical issues and includes 
intensive study of a less commonly taught 
language and/or a specific topic relevant to 
the local context.

SIT Study Abroad Summer Programs

SIT Study Abroad offers intensive Arabic studies in summer programs 
in both Jordan and Morocco. 

Educational excursion, Iceland: Renewable Energy, Technology, and Resource Economics.

CHINA  Community Health and Traditional Chinese Medicine

ICELAND  Renewable Energy, Technology, and Resource Economics

INDIA  Himalayan Buddhist Art and Architecture

INDIA  Traditional Medicine and Healthcare Practices

JORDAN  Intensive Arabic Language Studies

MADAGASCAR  Traditional Medicine and Healthcare Systems

MOROCCO  Intensive Arabic Language and Moroccan Culture

Panama	 Biodiversity in the Tropics  
	 (offered in partnership with Smithsonian Journeys)

SOUTH AFRICA  Education and Social Change

SWITZERLAND  International Studies and Multilateral Diplomacy

UGANDA/RWANDA  Peace and Conflict Studies in the Lake Victoria Basin
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Other SIT/World Learning Programs

SIT Graduate Institute combines classroom- and field-based 
opportunities around the world.

SIT Graduate Institute
SIT offers internationally focused, full-time and low-residency  
master’s degrees, as well as certificate and professional development 
programs designed to advance your career. Programs include inter-
national education, sustainable development, conflict transformation, 
Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL), and a 
self-designed option.  

Founded more than 40 years ago as School for International Training, 
SIT served as a training center for early Peace Corps volunteers. 
Today, SIT Graduate Institute prepares students from more than 30 
countries to become informed and effective leaders, professionals, 
and global citizens.

For more information about program areas, requirements, deadlines, 
and the admissions process, please call 800 336-1616 (toll-free 
within the US) or 802 258-3510, email admissions@sit.edu, or visit 
our website at www.sit.edu/graduate.
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The Experiment in International Living
The Experiment’s three- to five-week summer programs immerse high school students in other cultures and languages through 
engaging experiential activities in 30 countries throughout Europe, the Americas, Africa, and Asia and the Pacific. Experimenters 
explore different cultures through the arts, travel, language training, homestays, community service, peace studies, and ecology. 
Learn more at www.experimentinternational.org.

International Development and Exchange Programs
World Learning International Development and Exchange Programs empower people worldwide to build and sustain vibrant, 
healthy communities. We bridge the desire for human development and the ability to achieve that goal with meaningful projects 
that meet critical needs, foster learning, and provide long-term positive impact. With projects in more than 20 countries, World 
Learning International Development and Exchange Programs focus on civil society and governance; education; HIV/AIDS; 
international professional, academic, and cultural exchanges; and capacity development and training. Learn more at  
www.worldlearning.org.

For more information about World Learning and interconnected opportunities, visit www.worldlearning.org. 

About World Learning
World Learning works globally to enhance the capacity and commitment  
of individuals, institutions, and communities to create a more peaceful and  
just world through education, exchange, and development programs.



Cover photo: Halong Bay, Vietnam. 
Photo by Claire Richards during the 
IHP Health and Community program 
in Spring 2009.

This page: Academic Director 
Harmodio Santamaria and student 
Krista Jones explore Sarigua National 
Park during the Panama: Tropical 
Ecology, Marine Ecosystems, and 
Biodiversity Conservation program. 
Photo by Jennifer Finley.

The SIT Experience
n �Rigorous academic programs through a field-based, 

experiential approach

n �Undergraduate research through an Independent Study Project 
or Case Studies

n �Cultural immersion through fieldwork, intensive language 
classes, and urban and rural homestays with local families

n �A small group of students in each program, supported by SIT 
faculty and staff, homestay families, in-country experts, and 
community members

n �Access to SIT’s extensive local resources and networks

n �A commitment to reciprocity as the foundation of our  
educational philosophy

Field Study Focused on Critical Global Issues
Programs focus on critical global issues in specific geographical and cultural contexts using an interdisciplinary 
approach. Topics covered often cross these designations, and coursework may be applicable to a range  
of academic departments. 

Arts, Media, and Social Change 

Development, Urban Studies, and Entrepreneurship 

Global Health 

Identity and Globalization

Natural Resource Management, Biodiversity, and Environmental Policy

Post-Conflict Transformation

Social Movements, Education, and Human Rights

“�It really helped that we were able to see these sites firsthand. ...It’s like opening 
up a history textbook and instead of  listening to a lecture in a classroom, you 
are able to jump in and take a look for yourself.”
Mina Won, George Washington University
Ireland: Transformation of Social and Political Conflict

This page: Nyon, Switzerland.  
Photo by Christian Viladent,  
Academic Director, Switzerland: 
Global Health and Development Policy
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Text and Cover: 100% recycled, post-industrial fiber, 
manufactured using Bio-Gas

By using Rolland Enviro100 for this catalog instead of virgin 
fiber paper, we saved 130 trees; 3,622 lbs. solid waste; 
59,657 gal. water; 12,387 lbs. of greenhouse gases; and  
41 million BTUs of energy.  

SIT is accredited by the New England Association of Schools and Colleges, Inc. 
(NEASC) through its Commission on Institutions of Higher Education. Inquiries regard-
ing the accreditation status by the New England Association should be directed to the 
administrative staff of the institution. Individuals may also contact: Commission on 
Institutions of Higher Education, New England Association of Schools and Colleges, 
209 Burlington Road, Bedford, MA 01730-1433, 781-271-0022, cihe@neasc.org. 

World Learning and its circle design, School for International Training, SIT, and  
The Experiment in International Living and its infinity design are registered trademarks 
of World Learning Inc. The U.S. Experiment in International Living is a trademark of 
World Learning Inc.

© 2011 World Learning. All Rights Reserved.

Bridging cultures. Transforming lives.
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